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Who we are
• Safety advocate for the industry 
• Founded in 1975 as Commuter 
Airline Association of America
• 32 member airlines
• 280 associate members



Who we are
•Regional airlines provide the only
scheduled air service to 492 airports 
about three quarters of the nation’s 
airports

• Regional airlines fly more than half 
the scheduled passenger flights in the 
United States



What we do
• Represent regional airlines, 
manufacturers before the Congress, 
DOT, FAA and other federal 
agencies





“Just what is a 
regional airline?”
U.S. Sen. Mike Johanns (R-Neb.), June 17, 2009



What is a regional airline?
• Cape Air?

- 42 9-seat pistons a/c
- JFK/BOS alliances, EAS

• Great Lakes?
- 35 19-seat, 6 30-seat tps
- EAS, pro-rate, UA/FL

• PSA?
- 49 50/70-seat jets
- US Airways owned

• Air Wisconsin?
- 70 50-seat jets,
- independent, US Airways

• American Eagle?
- 222 30/70-seat jets
- wholly AMR owned

• Skywest?
- 280 a/c, jets&tps, UA/DL
- + ASA = world’s 8th biggest 

airline
• Republic Holdings?

- 6 airlines, own & 7 codes
- 280 jets, 50-150 seats

• Empire?
• Jazz?



Our partners



Priorities
Safe. Professional. Reliable.



Safe
• One level of safety for the entire airline 
industry 
• Same government regulations, same level of   

oversight 
• Every regional airline exceeds federal safety 

standards



Safe
• FAA and industry-approved safety programs:

• Flight Operational Quality Assurance (FOQA)

• Aviation Safety Action Program (ASAP)

• Aviation Safety Information Analysis and 
Sharing (ASIAS)

• Line Operation Safety Audit (LOSA)

• IATA Operational Safety Audit (IOSA)

• Advanced Qualification Program (AQP)

• Voluntary Disclosure Reporting Program 
(VDRP)

• Air Transportation Oversight System (ATOS)



RAA’s Strategic Safety Initiative Recommendations

Safe
• Create a single database of pilot records
• Conduct random fatigue tests
• Examine commuting
• Extend background-check timeframe
• Audit cockpit voice recordings
• Improve tracking and analysis of check rides



Professional
The pilots who fly for regional airlines 
are professional aviators with the 
proven experience and competence to 
meet the highest safety standards.



Professional





Reliable
• Regional airlines provide the only 
scheduled air service to 492 airports, 
about three quarters of the 
nation’s airports

• Regional airlines fly more than half 
the scheduled passenger flights in the 
United States.









We’re growing
• 659 airports with scheduled service
• 492 (75%) of them are exclusively
served by regional carriers
• In 2000, regional carriers conducted 
approximately 40% of scheduled 
commercial flights 
• Today, approximately 53% of flights 
are conducted by regional airlines



Reliable…and Growing
The regional airline industry is growing, 
with the number of passengers we carry 
each year increasing from 77.6 million in 
1999 to 159.3 million in 2008. 





Regional Airlines
Making headlines.



Recent Headlines
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